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Book Reviews
Anderson, Rachel. Black Water. Henry Holt, 1994. ISBN 0-8050-3847-7.
$14.95.

B

7+

FI

Reviewed by Heidi H. Conover

Black Water is the story of Albert's childhood in Victorian England as he
grapples with epilepsy. He frequently has hours where he "disappears" into the
frightful blackness, throws his body around, and does not know where he goes.
Those around him do not understand his condition and conclude that he is crazy
or possessed by an evil spirit. Worst of all, Albert accepts these explanations
and prepares to live his life as a recluse. After attending a therapeutic school
by the seashore, the doctors dismiss him to live with "normal" society because
they can find no cure. Alone in the world, he determines to make something
of his life. While traveling on a train in Italy, he experiences an "episode," and
the train attendants are prepared to leave him to die. Fortunately, Edward Lear
rescues him, cares for him at his own house, and encourages Albert to try to
live his life to the fullest, despite what everyone has ever told the boy. This
book is adapted in part from the story of the real Edward Lear who suffered
from epilepsy during this same time period and became a famous author of
children's books, despite his own suffering.
This is a thought-provoking book which would help young readers to better
understand those with handicaps. The story is emotionally gripping and allows
the reader to see into the mind of a young person with epilepsy, as well as
providing an understanding of those with other handicaps. The reader will be
drawn compassionately to the characters and will learn how to deal more
lovingly with people in his/her own life who are different .

••••
Arnold, Tedd. No More Water in the Tub! Dial, 1995. ISBN 0-8037-1581-1.
$14.99. Unpaginated.

A

Pre-3

FI

Reviewed by Janet 0. Francis

PB

There's no more water in the tub because big brother Walter's vivid
imagination has loosed it to rush through the apartment house, through the
11
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bridge club, over the folks waiting for pizza, through the string quartet practice!
Each place William goes, riding the swell in his intrepid bathtub, another vehicle
carrying surprised riders follows with a sly, almost unnoticed, accumulating
rhyme that swooshes all the characters along ("Mabel on the table," "Sue and
Vern clung to a fern," "Uncle Nash sat in the trash," etc.).
Comic colored pictures enhance the descriptions, but the words carry the
weight in this hilarious water babies' romp .

••••
Avi. Tom, Babette & Simon: Three Tales of Transformation. Illustrated by
Alexi Natchev. Macmillan, 1995. ISBN 0-02-707765-9. $15.00. 100
pp.

A

4-6

FI

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Have you said or heard someone say: "I'd be so happy if I could just sit
around and do nothing!"; "Only beautiful people are really happy"; or "I want
the whole world to look upon me with admiration and envy"? The main
characters in these three fairy tales by Avi find out the results of such thinking.
Tom, who is bored with life, trades places with a cat so that he can sleep all
day. Babette is born invisible because her mother wants a perfectly beautiful
girl to reign as queen. And prideful, greedy Simon has his head turned into a
bird's head and becomes the center of attention.
These fairy tales are compelling and easy to read. Clearly moralistic tales,
each lets the reader place him/herself in the character's position. These tales
will work well as part of a unit dealing with problem solving or personality
problems, or as a jumping off place for a "What if?" creative writing exercise.
The four pen and ink drawings by Natchev suggest the predicaments that the
characters are in, but still leave the reader to imagine the rest.

••••
Banks, Lynne Reid. The Fairy Rebel. Listening Library, Inc., 1995. ISBN 08072-7593-X. $16.98. Two audio cassettes.

A

8+

FI

Reviewed by Leah Hanson

Jan wants a baby very badly. She's home alone all the time and wishes for
someone to care for and hold. When a fairy accidentally lands on Jan and gets
"grounded," Jan's wish for a baby soon comes true. Only, her wish gets a little
12
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garbled in the process, and the fear of having a baby with blue hair becomes
very real. As Jan and her fairies, Tiki and Widget, try to fix the situation, they
run into trouble with the Fairy Queen-a very jealous, coldhearted ruler. The
Queen's revenge comes much later after the baby is born, and only the
combined faith and love of Jan, her daughter, and the fairies can save them. A
showdown between the Fairy Queen and the mortals ends this story with
breathtaking speed.
Jan's story, read by the author on two audio cassettes, will delight readers
of all ages. Banks' lilting voice is pleasant and lyrical to listen to. Because she
reads the entire story, however, the story takes about two and a half hours-a
slight drawback for busy children and parents. Still, these tapes would work
well as a listening activity over a period of days in the classroom or at home .

••••
Brett, Jan. Armadillo Rodeo. Putnam, 1995. ISBN 0-399-22803-9. $15.95.
Unpaginated.

B+

Pre-2

PB

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Adventure-seeking Bo, the youngest son in an armadillo family, is easily
distracted and wanders away from Ma Armadillo. Harmony Jean is scuffing up
her "pointy-toed, high-heeled, hand-tooled, chili-pepper red boots" so that she
will not look like a tenderfoot in today's rodeo. Poor-sighted Bo mistakes the
red boots for an armadillo and follows those boots to the rodeo, the Bar-B-Q,
the bam dance, and the campfire, where Harmony Jean removes her boots. Bo
finally gets close enough to see and sniff the boots and discover his mistake.
Ma Armadillo, who has been searching for Bo, finds her lost child, and they
head home for a good night's sleep. Bo knows that "whenever he wants a
change, he can mosey on down for some red-hot-chili-pepper excitement and his
rna will always be there to bring him home."
The story suggests that an adventurous child can enter into dangerous
situations (i.e., wandering away from a parent, being thrown from a horse)
without consequence, and that a parent will always rescue the child. Children
may be led into a feeling of false security. Although the story is somewhat
flawed, the western motif illustrations with lasso and stitched leather-look
borders, combined with cameo portraits, make an interesting visual presentation.
Children will enjoy pouring over the illustrative details .

••••
13
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Taken from The Fiddler of High Lonesome. Copyright ©!968 by Brinton
Turkle. Reprinted by permission from Brinton Turkle.
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Brown, Marc. D. W. the Pickey Eater. Little Brown, 1995. ISBN 0-31610957-6. $13.95. 22 pp.

A

K-2

FI

Reviewed by Susie Quartey

D.W. 'seating habits cause some problems. Because she is so picky, she
chooses to stay home rather than join her family at various restaurants. When
she realizes the fun she is missing, D.W. promises to try foods before forming
an opinion on how they might taste.
This book is very realistic and practical. Children will find it humorous
and may even refer to it when trying new foods themselves. The illustrations
are descriptive and appeal to an audience of most ages .

••••
Brown, Susan M. You're Dead, David Borelli. Atheneum, 1995. ISBN 0-68931959-2. $15.00. 155 pp.
A

4+

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

Fl

After David's mother dies and his workaholic father is accused of fraud,
David is tom from his rich, high-class life of servants, fancy clothes, and
private schools, and is thrown into a very poor, crowded foster home in a rough
neighborhood. At his new school, David spends most of his time trying to
avoid the daily beatings from the local bullies. Slowly, he begins to understand
his roommate Rags, accept his father's conviction, find success in soccer, and
ultimately comes to the realization that he must determine his future.
Brown's characters will capture readers' attention and entangle readers in
their fictional lives. The plot is fast-moving, exciting, with many problems to
solve (and some creative solutions on David's part!) .

••••
Engel, Dean & Florance B. Freedman. Ezra Jack Keats: A Biography with
Illustrations. Silver Moon, 1995. ISBN 1-881889-65-3. $17.95. 81 pp.
A+

3-6

NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

BI

Engel and Freedman, longtime friends of Ezra Jacks Keats, have told
Keats' life story using the illustrator's own writings and illustrations. The
15
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biographers relate Keats' first childhood artistic experiences, which were
encouraged by his mother, and tells of other people, places and events that led
to the success of a Jewish boy growing up in a rough Brooklyn neighborhood.
His interesting life also included jobs as an inker for Five-Star Comics, a creator
of book jackets, and a designer of camouflage patterns for use in World War II.
The book has been published in a 8 1/2 by 11 inch format. The colored
illustrations and large print conversational text make it inviting for the third
through sixth grade reader. This could also be a good read-aloud selection. In
addition to being used in a biography unit, Ezra Jack Keats could be included
in character units. As children read of Keats' eventual rise as an internationally
known illustrator and author of children's books, they will be encouraged to
pursue and improve their own talents and abilities. Although the book contains
no source notes, a list of the illustrations, a list of Ezra Jack Keats' books, and
an index are included at the end of the seventy-four page text.

••••
Farmer, Nancy. 17w Warm Place.
$15.95. 152 pp.

A-

4+

Orchard, 1995.

FI

ISBN 0-531-06888-9.

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Ruva, a young African giraffe, disregards her mother's instructions: "If
you see something you have never seen before-and it smells like a dead
hyena- run for your life!" Instead, Ruva explores more closely and finds
herself swinging in a net. Poachers hastily pack her up and rush her to a boat
bound for a San Francisco zoo. Ruva learns to rely on her own instincts, trust
others, and will herself back home to the Warm Place. Enlisting the help of
new-found friends-the rat, Rodentus von Stroheim the Third; Nelson, the
cantankerous chameleon; Troll, the avenging and lock-picking rat; and Jabila,
a boy who longs to go to Africa- Ruva strikes out, desperate to return home.
With the exception of the wicked Slope family members, who show no
regard for the earth or its creatures, the characters are quite original and nicely
developed. Parents are portrayed as loving and kind, though at times, not allknowing . For example, Ruva's mother describes the world as she knows it.
The kidnapped young giraffe experiencing life beyond those boundaries learns
that things and situations exist that stretch her mother' s explanations. The Warm
Place is a delightful adventure by the Newbery honor-winning author of The
Ear, the Eye, and the Arm .

16
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Foreman, Michael. Dad! I Can't Sleep. Harcourt, Brace, 1995. ISBN 0-15200307-X. $13 .95. 22 pp.

A

Pre-2

FI

Reviewed by Susie Quartey

Little Panda struggles to sleep. His father instructs him to count various
animals and creatures in order to fall asleep. When nothing seems to work, a
frustrated father marches upstairs at his son's beckoning call, only to find a
roomful of animals and a final request from Little Panda: "Dad, we all want
a drink."
Dad! I Can't Sleep is an age-appropriate book, to be enjoyed by children
and any adult who has struggled to get a child to sleep. The illustrations are
soft, animated and well done.

••••
Geng, Don. Fundamelltal Baseball. Photographs by Andy King.
1995. ISBN 0-8225-3455-X. $19.95. 80 pp.
A

4-8

NF

Lerner,

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Through colored photographs and clearly written text, Fundamelltal
Baseball introduces the beginning athlete to the skills necessary to play baseball.
This is another book in "The Fundamental Sports" series.
Instructions are so clearly written that readers will find themselves
propping the book open on a chair and trying the "Pete," "Sweet," and other
positions as explained in words and photographs. Author Geng included
photographs of both boys and girls, making this book appealing to both genders.
Parents with children involved in team sports will especially enjoy the
beginning note from Paul Molitor. He stresses believing in oneself, desiring to
give the sport one's best effort, and taking pleasure in the game. The
importance of the "mental game" is carried throughout the rest of the text. This
book would also be helpful to Boy Scouts working on the Sports Merit Badge,
as it covers a brief history of the sport, includes an illustration with the
dimensions of a regulation playing field, and describes equipment needs.
An index, glossary, further reading list, and a list of baseball associations
to contact for more information round out this excellent addition to the sports
section of your library. Even the page numbers are indicated by numbered
baseballs!
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Goldman, E. M. Money to Bum.
$14.99. 212 pp.
B

4+

Viking, 1994.

ISBN 0-670-85339-9.

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

FI

Matt and Travis gloomily face a boring summer without jobs and money,
until they stumble upon an old suitcase filled with money. When they hear of
the death of a known drug dealer, they conclude that the money must have been
his and change their minds about turning in the money. Finding clever ways to
account for their spending, they begin buying things- "necessities" and
luxuries. The boys fail to consider that other parties might be aware of and
interested in the money as well. They find themselves in over their heads when
members of the drug community come looking for the money.
This is a fun story in which the author creates clever ways to account for
the boys' spending. Nice relationships develop throughout the story, and in the
end, the boys realize that money is not as important as they thought-a valid
Jesson for all adolescents.

••••
Jensen, Julie. Beginning Baseball (Adapted from Don Geng's Fundamental
Baseball, series: Beginning sports). Photographs by Andy King. Lerner,
1995. ISBN 0-8225-3505-X. $24.95. 80 pp.
B

3-6

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

NF

Although essentially the same book as Fundamental Baseball by Geng,
Beginning Baseball is a separate book in the "Beginning Sports" series.
There are very few differences in these two publications. The text in this
volume is a larger point size, making it necessary for Jensen to cut some of
Geng's original text. Except for the photograph on the front book cover, the
photographs and page numbering of both volumes are the same. Fundamental
Baseball is probably a better addition to a young athlete's library, as he/she will
have the advantage of the more detailed text by Geng .

••••
18
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Lawlor, Laurie. The Real Johnny Appleseed. Wood engravings by Mary
Thompson. Albert Whitman, 1995. ISBN 0-9075-6909-7. $13.95. 63
pp.

*

3-7

NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

BI

He never wore a mush pot on his head for a hat, but he did help pioneers
have access to a supply of one of the basic parts of their all-year diet-the apple.
He was responsible for setting up one of the Midwest's first lending libraries.
He was never known as "Johnny," but began being called John Appleseed
during the last twenty years of his life. He was also known as a good-natured,
peace-loving missionary. During his lifetime he either owned or leased about
1200 acres of land in the states of Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana. Early
newspaper and journal publications, county histories, census records, etc. were
used by Lawlor to set the story straight in her biography about John Chapman.
Reading this book took my memories back to my home in the Northwest,
also known for its apples. I remember wrapping individual apples in newspaper
and placing them snugly in a box for storage and use during the winter. I
remember listening to the wire tape recording of Johnny Appleseed's story.
Reading Lawlor's book was like being reacquainted with an old friend. While
the wood engravings by Thompson and other carefully selected black and white
illustrations help attach John's life to the late 1700s and early 1800s, the map
of the northeast quarter of the United States, helps attach twentieth century
places to John's life.
This outstanding biography contains a one-page "For Further Reading"
section, an index, and an extensive bibliography containing over 40 publications .

••••
London, Jonathan. Froggy Learns to Swim. Viking, 1995. ISBN 0-670-855510. $12 .99. 26 pp.
A

K-2

FI

Reviewed by Susie Quartey

Froggy avoids the water because he doesn't know how to swim. With the
gentle encouragement of his mother and the help of water accessories, he
masters the art of swimming.
Children will enjoy this story and repeat "bubble, bubble, toot, toot" and
"chicken, airplane, soldiers" for days. And the story of the mastery of
swimming fears is one that many children can relate to. Even adult nonswimmers are aided by the hints given. The illustrations are great!
19
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Maguire, Arlene. Dinosaur Pop-up ABC. Illustrated by Paul Mirocha; Paper
Engineering by Dick Dudley. Little Simon, 1995. ISBN 0-671-89076-X.
$14.95. Unpaginated.

*

All

NF

Reviewed by Janet 0. Francis

PB

This book is the absolute answer for a very reluctant reader of any
age-even an illiterate one-as well as being a sure draw for anyone who reads
for pleasure. In this ultimate alphabet book, each letter is illustrated with a
dinosaur which moves, pops up, or waves some interesting appendage.
Although the reptiles are obviously colorful beyond knowledge, the brief
paragraph that accompanies each name is accurate and graphic (with a
pronunciation guide), and appropriate backgrounds are in place.
This is a no-fail book; and, while it is a pop-up (which limits its shelf life),
the paper engineering is more sturdy than some .

••••
Marrin, Albert. The Sea King: Sir Francis Drake and His Times. Atheneum,
1995. ISBN 0-689-31887-1. $18.00. 168 pp.

A

9+

NF

Reviewed by Marlene Mabey

Who was known in the sixteenth century as "EI Draque"? Who was the
answer to England's prayers in a Spanish and Portuguese controlled world?
Whose life is a symbol of courage and persistence? Who is buried in a lead
coffin which is still located off the coast of Panama? Who was called "deare
pyrate" by Queen Elizabeth? Who received knighthood for his efforts against
the Spaniards?
The answers to all of these questions can only be Sir Francis Drake. The
intriguing Sea King transports readers back to the thrilling times of Sir Francis
Drake, from his young seafaring days through his last voyage. Marrin
wonderfully conveys the details of Drake's life and world in a very appealing
way. The reader will take a journey through the often unbearable circumstances
of sailing the open seas, the adventures of the Spanish Armada, the horror of
witnessing the Spanish Inquisition, the thrill of seeing the new world, and
Europe as it was in the sixteenth century.
The Sea King is organized for easy access to information through a table
of contents, index, additional notes, and a bibliography of books the author
found most helpful in his research. The many illustrations are reproductions of
art and maps of the time period.
20
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The serious reader will find The Sea King: Sir Francis Drake and his
Times an adventure worth taking .

••••
Millard, Anne. Mysteries of the Pyramids. Illustrated by Francis Phillips, et
al. Aladdin Books, 1995. ISBN 1-56294-938-1. $14.90. 40 pp.
A

4+

NF

BI

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

Do you know how many blocks it took to build a pyramid? Did you know
that the ancient Egyptians believed in an afterlife? Do you know why the
mummies were called "mummies"? Do you know the names of the Egyptian
gods and what place they held in the lives of these people? Do you know that
there is a direct relationship between the pyramids and the stars? Could the
pyramids have been built by aliens? Would you believe that secret passageways
are still being found in these archaic mounds? Did you know that Egypt is not
the only country where pyramids can be found? Do you want to find answers
to these and many other questions about the ancient pyramids?
Mysteries of the Pyramids is just one in a series of books by Millard which
tries to explain the mysteries of our world. In a colorful, fascinating way,
Millard helps even the youngest reader to understand why the pyramids were
built, what artifacts were found in them, and what the Egyptian way of life was
like at the time they were created. Using a double-page spread, each containing
an outline of a pyramid in the center, Millard and Phillips, et. al. use pictures
and facts to illustrate each little interesting element. Most of these small
illustrations surrounding the center pyramid are then recreated within the center
pyramid to create a captivating collage of details. This is a most interesting
introduction to the study of the pyramids, suitable for the youngest and oldest
adventurer.

••••
Most, Bernard . Dinosaur Questions. Harcourt, Brace, 1995.
292885-5. $15 .00. Unpaginated.
A

Pre-4

NF

ISBN 0-15-

Reviewed by Marlene Mabey

PB

What colors were dinosaurs? How smart were dinosaurs? Which dinosaur
had the longest neck? Did some dinosaurs have whiskers? Young and old alike
have many questions about dinosaurs. Most wrote his first books about
21
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dinosaurs to answer his own son's questions. In Dinosaur QuestioiiS, the author
shares with all children the answers he has found to his own questions.
Most has created yet another wonderful book for children. Young readers
will enjoy the large humorous illustrations and information presented in this
enticing picture book. Anyone who enjoys dinosaurs should dig up a copy of
Dinosaur Questions soon.

••••
Neufeld, John. almost a hero.
$15 .00. 147 pp.
A

7

Atheneum, 1995.

Fl

ISBN 0-68-921971-l.

Reviewed by Amy Fuller

Homelessness, poverty, death, race, and family situation are all artfully
dealt with in Neufeld's almost a hero. Benny is a thirteen-year-old with a
cause-he wants to save a child from abuse and a friend from homelessness.
This novel chronicles his efforts to do so. Benny's civics teacher forces him to
volunteer in a local preschool for homeless children so that he can get an inkling
of others' lives. The children at the preschool are real people, with real
families, and not the dregs of society. Benny soon learns of their heartaches as
he discovers past and present issues of abuse in their lives, and as he recollects
previous experiences in his own life, making it easier for him to relate to the
children. Perhaps the most important Jesson Benny learns is that to be a savior,
one must have someone to save. Benny believes that Batista, a child in the
preschool, is being abused and so attempts a "rescue. " Sheepishly, Benny must
report that his eyewitness account was incorrect and hi s intuition out of tune.
This story addresses many significant issues in American society in a way
that makes them relevant to readers of any age. Neufeld realistically describes
the world of a thirteen-year-old, hence making these issues applicable to the
child. He dramatically portrays the struggles between a desire to help and save
the world, and the need to respect individual autonomy. Furthermore, Neufeld
leaves some questions about societal ills unanswered, allowing the reader to
draw his/her own conclusions.

••••
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https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol16/iss4/4

12

Conover et al.: Book Reviews
Children's Book and Play Review 23
Orlev, Uri. The Lady with the Hat. Houghton Mifflin, 1995. ISBN 0-39569957-6. $14.95. 183 pp.

A

6+

FI

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

What would you do if you were a seventeen-year-old Polish Jew and the
only survivor of the Holocaust in your immediate family? This is the plight
of Yulek in Orlev's The Lady with the Hat. After two years of wandering
through Eastern Europe, Yulek makes two decisions: first , to go to Palestine
at any cost; and two, to try to find his father's sister who had immigrated to
England to marry, long before the problems began in Poland. This is
Yulek's story as he struggles to find his aunt (and she to find him) and his
adventures with a group of new friends, all Jewish, who try illegally, to enter
Palestine-still under British rule.
Orlev, winner of several children's book awards, has written many
books about children of the Holocaust. This novel focuses on the struggles
that so many of the survivors faced as they tried to start a new life. The
characters are very believable, and Orlev helps readers see into the emotions
that constantly follow these fictional figures-distrust, longing for family,
constant fear , and the longings for their own homeland, Palestine. The story
ends before all the loose ends are tied together, but Orlev cleverly adds a last
chapter, "Five Letters" written by many of the principle characters which
helps end the story without dragging out the plot. This final chapter provides
a most satisfying ending with a good introduction to the establishment of the
state of Israel as a homeland for a beleaguered people .

••••
Paulsen , Gary. Brian's Wimer. Delacorte, 1996. ISBN 0-385-32198-8.
$15.95. 144 pp.

A

6+

FI

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

What if Brian Robeson had not been rescued from the Canadian
wilderness at the end of summer? That is just what Paulsen supposes in this
new sequel to Hatchet. Brian retrieves the survival pack from the plane, but
there is no radio signal or rescue. With a .22 rifle, fifty shells, and various
items of survival gear, Brian hunts and eats well during the fall. A bear
raids his camp, a skunk befriends him, and he makes bows and arrows.
Winter arrives, and all of Brian' s energies are concentrated on surviving.
23
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The bear returns and the skunk rescues Brian. He kills a deer and moose,
eating the flesh and sewing the hides into warm clothing.
Brian celebrates Thanksgiving and dreams of family. One night he
hears what sounds like gunshots and in the morning begins to look for tracks
only to discover that the shots are actually frozen trees exploding from
within. But real gunshots eventually come, and Brian follows the trail of a
Cree trapper into his camp and to the promise of a plane returning in three
weeks.
Readers will find this sequel as well-written as Hatchet and more
satisfying than The River. Brian will be rescued , but Paulsen has crafted an
ending that might well begin another adventure. Brian's Winter is a mustpurchase for school and public libraries. Paulsen and Hatchet fans will keep
it in constant circulation.

••••
Paulsen, Gary. Call Me Francis Tucket. Delacorte, 1995 . ISBN 0-38532116-3. $14.95. 98 pp.

B

3+

FI

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

This is a continuation of the story of Francis Tucket, who was
kidnapped from a wagon train by a Pawnee hunting party. He is now
separated from the mountain man who helped him escape from the Indians,
and on his own, heads west in search of his family. Having spent a year
with the mountain man, his survival skills are enough to save him from
stampeding buffalo and dangerous men. But when he rescues a couple of
desperate young orphans and finds himself in charge of them, it is almost
more than he can handle.

••••
Peck, Richard. Lost in Cyberspace. Dial, 1995. ISBN 0-8037-1931-0.
$14.99. 151 pp.

A

4+

FI

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

When Josh's mother has to return to work, she decides to hire an "au
pair" to keep things stable at home. The "au pairs" she hires, however, are
disastrous. On top of this, Josh's best friend Aaron, thinks he can time
travel with the school's computers, if he can just find the dark fiber and the
24
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right formula. Josh is skeptical until Aaron disappears into cyberspace right
before his eyes. Things move quickly after this, as people moving into and
out of the past provide answers to questions from the school's past.
This is a creative and exciting look into the possibility of time travel.
The past and present are creatively interwoven, providing added interest to
Josh •s plight. Additionally, the characters are believably life-like .

••••
Penner, Lucille Recht. Statue of Liberty. Illustrated by Jada Rowland.
Random House, 1995. ISBN 0-679-87928-X. $7.99. 32 pp.

A

Pre-1

Reviewed by Diane R. Hunter

NF

The Statue of Liberty was a great gift from the people of France to the
citizens of the United States in 1886. This majestic lady has come to be one
of the greatest symbols of freedom in the world. Penner's book recounts the
history of this great creation of Frederic Bartholdi and describes the emotions
behind the building, transporting, and receiving of this gift.
The Statue of Liberty is part of the "Step into Reading Books" series.
Penner writes clearly and descriptively. The young reader will be interested,
informed, and entertained by the history of this familiar symbol.

••••
Rady, Martyr. The Breakup of Yugoslavia. New Discovery, 1994. ISBN 002-792529-3 . $13 .95. 48 pp.
B

10-12

Reviewed by Lovisa Lyman

NF

For those who don't understand what's going on in Yugoslavia, Rady's
book goes some way in clarifying the situation in terms easy to comprehend.
He traces the history of the six republics that make up Yugoslavia and
describes their ethnic, religious, socio-economic, and linguistic composition.
Though the republics of the former Yugoslavia have been carved into various
combinations in the past, with independence from the Soviet Union in the
1940s and large loans from the United States, Yugoslavia, at least on the
outside, had the appearance of a thriving nation. Its access to the sea made it
an attractive destination for tourists. When communism collapsed in the rest
of Eastern Europe in 1989, Yugoslav unrest increased as citizens began to
demand democratic elections as well. Regions are now demanding recognition
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as autonomous states. The animosity that results from a diverse cultural
composition is exacerbated by the failing economy. Yugoslavia, once so
attractive to tourists, is faltering . The fighting today of republic against
republic, religious factions, and economic groups has been brewing for many
years.
Children will not understand this book as thoroughly as it can be
understood. The book is written by a scholar whose ironic commentary,
sometimes verging on incisive satire, is always running below the surface.
As a scholar, Rady cannot bring himself to oversimplify the material nor to
suggest any solutions. To present an evenhanded viewpoint, each section has
its counterpoint in the form of sidebars. These sidebars, as well as
quotations, statistics, photographs, and maps serve to break up the text.
The efforts at presenting both sides of the issues may confuse the young
reader, but it is the chapter titled "Rape and Refugees" that is the most
offputting. Fortunately, though a photograph of young Muslim women in
tears illustrates the chapter, no graphic details are included .
The book ends abruptly with an observation that the European
community has not been successful in negotiating a peace. No concluding
statement is even attempted. The story is unfinished, of course, but Rady
might at least have come to some conclusion. As it is, the ending is
completely unsatisfying. Despite flaws, the title does answer a need with
some degree of success.

••••
Reef, Catherine. Walt Whitman. Clarion, 1995. ISBN 0-395-68705-5.
$16 .95 . 149 pp.

A

6+

NF

BI

Reviewed by Helen Hoopes

In a short 149 pages, Reef gives readers an amazing look into the life of
one of America's truly great poets. A rather unconventional young man who
distanced himself from others because of his idiosyncrasies, Whitman still
seemed to feel the pulse of the world around him. His style was innovative
and free. His first book of poems Leaves of Grass was described by Ralph
Waldo Emerson as "the most extraordinary piece of wit & wisdom that
America has yet contributed." Over the course of Whitman ' s 73 years, the
editions of Leaves of Grass grew from the original twelve poems to the final
edition of nearly four hundred poems. Whitman said the book was his
"reason-for-being" and his "life comfort." This book very simply and
beautifully covers the main highlights of Whitman's life-which seem to
26
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reflect the work, feelings, and style of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries.
Reef has collected not only 70 black-and-white photographs of Whitman
and his surroundings, but also many excerpts from his poems. These
segments are beautifully woven together into the story of Whitman's life and
the growing pains and joys of our exceptional and unique nation .

••••
Salvi, Francesco. The Impressionists, the Origins of Modem Painting .
Illustrated by L. R. Galante and Andrea Ricciardi. Peter Hedrick
Books, 1994. ISBN 0-87226-314-2. $19.95. 64 pp.

A

6+

NF

Reviewed by Annick Houze

BI

The Impressionists were a group of eleven painters who changed the
world of painting . These artists used different perspectives, colors, and
subject matter, turning the world of painting upside down before being
recognized for their new ideas and talent.
Illustrations represent precise reconstructions of places or important
events that occurred during the time of this artistic period. From page 46 to
61 , each artist has his/her own illustrated section presenting his/her biography
and a discussion of his/her works (technique, materials used, etc.},
accompanied by photographs or a self-portrait of the artist. To complete this
book, the history, social history, and cultural background of nineteenth
century France and the Impressionist movement are clearly explained with
concise facts . At the end of the book is a useful list of key dates and
museums and galleries of France, Great Britain, and the United States where
Impressionist works may be viewed. Children and adults curious about art,
artists, and history will find this book very informative .

••••
Sandler, Martin W. Presidents. HarperCollins, 1995. ISBN 0-0-6024534-4.
$20.89. 94 pp.

A

3+

PB

Reviewed by Denice Barainca

Do you know that a cow lived on the White House lawn during the
administration of President William Howard Taft? Do you know that
President Herbert Hoover and his wife talked to each other in Chinese? Do
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you know that one president, Dwight D. Eisenhower, held a pilot's license?
These little-known facts and many more are found in this enjoyable new
picture book for older children. Photographs on every page illustrate stories
and anecdotes that allow a glimpse into both the public and private lives of
our nation's presidents.
The first chapters explain the Office of the President and the diversity of
the men who have held that office. In a chapter titled "Presidential Firsts,"
we learn that Theodore Roosevelt was the first president to ride in an
automobile, and Franklin Roosevelt was the first to appear on television.
Other chapters such as "The First Lady," "Presidential Children," and
"Presidential Pets, " chronicle the contributions of the families of these great
men. The conclusion reminds the reader that the highest office in the land is
held by men who, "despite personal and national disappointments and
tragedies, have made the well-being of the United States their personal
responsibility."
This book is designed to appeal to readers of all ages. Segments of text
mixed with pictures make it easy to read for short periods of time or from
cover-to-cover. Many pages contain extra text boxes with interesting bits of
trivia. A decorative border on each page and pictures in a variety of shapes
add to the book's appeal. A separate list names each of the forty-two
presidents, their birth and death dates, and their terms of office. An index
also provides easy access to a vast array of information . Preside/Its is an
important addition to any library .

••••
Shalant, Phyllis. Beware of Kissing Lizard Lips . Dutton, 1995 . ISBN 0525-45199-4. $13 .99. 183 pp.

C

4+

FI

Reviewed by Kathe C. Homer

Zach and his best friend, Dunk, work out every day after school in
Dunk's home gym. However, Zach, as "the puniest kid in the sixth grade,"
is discouraged with his lack of progress. When he asks a classmate, Nikki
Lee, to teach him some tae kwon do, he finds that he is interested in more
than the martial arts lessons. This puts him at odds with Dunk who still
thinks girls are from another planet.
Although the novel has a lot of possibilities, the characters do not ring
true. Frequent reference to female body parts reinforces views of females as
physical objects and may be offensive to readers.

28
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Taken from The Fiddler of High Lonesome. Copyright ©1968 by Brinton
Turkle. Reprinted by permission from Brinton Turkle.
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Silver, Donald M. Cactus Desert: One Small Square. Illustrated by Patricia
J. Wynne. W. H. Freeman, 1995. ISBN 0-7167-6573-X. $14.95. 48
pp.

*

3-7

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

NF

After reading this informative and engaging scientific book, readers will
want to visit or revisit a desert! Silver invites the reader to explore an eight
foot square of desert at different times during the day and night. He suggests
proper desert attire, instructs the reader in desert safety, and advises that one
be equipped with a notebook and pencil for recording findings. Each page of
the book explains in interesting text and exciting illustrations the effects of
the desert environment on animal and plant behavior.
The first thing that impressed me as I opened this book was the intricacy
of the texturally sensitive colored illustrations by Wynne. Through the
medium of sight I could "feel" the animal fur, the cactus spines, the lizard
scales, the bird feathers. The book invites activity from the beginning as the
front cover is alive with animal life, and the front and back covers are edged
with rulers. Each page tum will pull readers' attention to the interestingly
arranged insets and captioned pictures. Readers will want to perform the
suggested activities as well, such as matching the outline of living things with
its picture in the desert square at night and during the day.
The last few pages act as a colorful, illustrated field guide to mammals,
birds, amphibians, fishes, reptiles, insects, other invertebrates, monera,
protist, plants, and fungi found in the desert. The illustrated index is really a
combination index, glossary, and pronunciation guide. A list of books for
further reading and the address of the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum
complete this outstanding children's science book.
Readers will want to discover for themselves and share with others the
exciting world of the desert where rattlesnakes have heat sensors in their
faces, the saguaro (suh-WAHR-oh) cactus lives at least fifty years before it
grows arms, and spadefoot toads wait in underground holes for eleven
months until a big rain storm!

••••

30
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Slater, Teddy. Disney's Pocahontas, Painting with the Wind, a Book About
Colors. Illustrated by Ed Ghertner and Del Thompson. Disney, 1995.
ISBN 0-7868-3041-7. $12.95. 21 pp.

A

Pre-2

Reviewed by Susie Quartey

FI

This book utilizes the natural things around us to explain and describe
the concept of color. From the simplicity of cool blue water to delicate,
fragrant pink flowers, this book beautifully illustrates mother nature, while
teaching young children about colors. The book appropriately ends with a
summary page depicting the colors learned.
The vivid illustrations and the descriptive wording make this book a hit.
Children will enjoy it as much as will adults .

••••
Stanley, Diane. Elena. Hyperion, 1996. ISBN 0-7868-0256-l. $13 .95 .
(Reviewed from galley proof.)

B+

4+

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

FI

Elena, who lives in Mexico in the latter part of the nineteenth century,
yearns to learn more than domestic duties, and with her mother's permission,
she goes to the priest. He agrees to teach her when she says, "I know that
God has put it into my heart." From this education she learns to be
"steadfast and bold." She refuses her father's chosen suitors and marries
Pablo, the poor Indian whom she loves. They live frugally but happily as
their four children are born. After Pablo is injured in a landslide, he predicts
his death and warns his wife that war is corning and that she must leave the
town. His warning is remembered when Pancho Villa and his rebel army
ride into town. Elena's quick thinking preserves the family, and they escape
to the United States. Elena works hard to see that her children are educated
and often tells them stories of family and her Mexican home.
The foundation of this historical novelette is a story Stanley's
grandmother told of a friend's family. Stanley originally submitted it as a
picture book, but her editor suggested the work be published without the
illustrations. As a family story, it is both joyful and sad. Most second and
third graders will be able to read the book with the help of the glossary of
Spanish words, but the interest level makes it a more suitable choice for older
beginning readers. Young adults and adults are more likely to grasp the
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significance of Elena's remarkable courage and life than will younger
readers.

••••
Van Leeuven, Jean. Across the Wide Dark Sea the Mayflower Journey.
Illustrated by Thomas B. Allen. Dial, 1995. ISBN 0-8037-1166-2.
$15.99. Unpaginated.

A

Pre-6

PB

Reviewed by Marlene Mabey

"I stood close to my father as the anchor was pulled dripping from the
sea. Above us, white sails rose against a bright blue sky. They fluttered,
then filled with wind. Our ship began to move." In simple words such as
these, Van Leeuven tells, from the viewpoint of nine-year-old Love Brewster,
about the voyage of the Mayflower and the first winter at Plymouth
Plantation. Since families are still leaving all they know to make a new life
in new lands, Van Leeuven makes this a story of both voyages in the past
and those in the present.
Across the Wide Dark Sea is based on original resources and is carefully
researched; yet is still very readable, even for the young. The author' s notes
at the end of the book add even more to the feeling of the book. Allen's
chalk illustrations are wonderfully soft and intriguing.
Whether children are reading for enjoyment or instruction, Across the
Wide Dark Sea is a valuable reading journey .

••••
Wadsworth, Ginger. Giam Sequoia Trees . Photographs by Frank Staub.
Lerner, 1995. ISBN 0-8225-3001-5 . $14.21. 48 pp.

A

2-3

NF

Reviewed by Lisa Baer

The giant Sequoia that once covered North America and Europe can
now be found only in California. Adult trees need thousands of gallons of
water a day to survive. These trees can grow up to 25 stories high and live
for 2,000 years. They reach their full height when they are 500 to 700 years
old. Wadsworth's book includes interesting facts about the anatomy , life
cycle, and habitat of the Sequoia. A note to adults, a glossary, and an index
are included at the end of the book. Forty colored photographs do much to
enhance the text.
32
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Giafll Sequoia Trees is a part of Lerner's Early Bird Nature Books
series. The text is clear and straightforward. Illustrations are interesting and
well-placed. The glossary, index, and "Note to adults" will help teachers use
this book in their classrooms. This book would be especially helpful to
families planning to visit the national parks where Sequoias grow .

••••
Walsh, Ellen Stoll. Mouse Count and Mouse Paifll. Harcourt, Brace, 1995.
ISBN 0-15-200266-9/0-15-200265-0. $6.00. 28 pp.

A

Pre-2

FI

PB

Reviewed by Rita A. Christensen

A hungry snake finds ten "little, warm, and tasty" mice asleep in a
field. The snake slowly counts out his dinner while dropping the rodents,
one by one, into a jar. Mouse Count does not have a frightful finish,
however-a clever mouse puts an end to the precarious situation by tricking
the snake through the reptile's own greed.
In Mouse Paint, three white mice play while the cat is away (asleep
actually). The mice find paint, get into it, drip it, and mix it with their feet.
They continue their naughty antics by washing their colorful, sticky fur in the
eat's water dish and by using brushes to paint on paper. The mice delight in
discovering the hues they can create while mixing primary colors.
The illustrations for both titles are nicely designed in paper collage.
The colors are bold and bright, the shapes are graphic and simple. Walsh
uses repetitive phrases and words which children will enjoy repeating. The
new 1995 board book editions are just the right format for teaching young
children, particularly preschoolers, about counting and the color wheel.

••••
Wheeler, Cindy. Simple Signs. Viking, 1995. ISBN 0-670-86282-7.
$12.99. 29 pp.

A

Pre-1

NF

PB

Reviewed by Diane R. Hunter

Wheeler uses her skills as an illustrator and her knowledge of the
American Sign Language to teach twenty-eight basic signs for people, food,
toys, feelings, and animals.
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Two illustrations are given for each sign-a colored picture and an ink
outline that show the movement of each sign. The simple movement outline
has a hint to describe exactly how to make each sign.
Young readers can refer to this book, with or without their parents or
teachers, in order to learn and memorize these signs. Simple Signs invites
young and old to further seek out other levels of communication .

••••
Wilde, Oscar. The Selfish Giant. Illustrated by S. Saelig Gallagher.
Putnam, 1995. ISBN 0-399-22448-3 . $15.95. Unpaginated.

*

All

PB

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Wilde's 1888 fairy tale of selfishness transformed to kindness may be
considered moralistic by some, but kindness expressed and acknowledged is a
worthwhile literary motif. Returning from a seven-year visit with a friend,
the Giant finds children playing in his beautiful garden and denies them
access. The children have nowhere to play. When spring comes, winter
remains in the Giant' s garden-Snow, Frost, North Wind, and Hail "danced
about through the trees" all year long . One morning the Giant hears the
sweet song of a linnet singing outside his window. His heart is warmed, and
he rises to see that spring and the children have returned. So begins his
transformation.
At a first glance, one sees shades of Van Allsburg in the paintings;
however, superb depictions of Snow, Frost, North Wind and Hail; the use of
ground level/child level perspective; and evocative faces combine to make
these paintings distinctive and memorable. The artwork captures the wonder
of transformation, deftly interprets the mood of the story, and touches the
emotions of the viewer. Wilde would have been pleased with Gallagher' s
interpretation of his story .

••••
Wright, Betty Ren. Out of the Dark. Scholastic, 1995 . ISBN 0-590-435981. $13.95. 149 pp.

A

K-8

FI

Reviewed by JoLyn Mohlman

When Jessie moves to her grandmother's childhood home, she first
begins to experience nightmares, and then discovers that images and a ghost
34
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from those nightmares really do exist. Jessie finds her grandmother's diary
and begins to piece together the past and the eerie events of the present.
With the help of Toni, the bitter, handicapped girl next door, Jessie figures
out the mystery, risking her life in the process.
As with earlier novels, Wright creates realistic characters and then sets
them in supernatural situations. The mystery has a nice twist, with Wright
leading the reader to believe the ghost is one person when she is really
another. The story has some scary points and is well-crafted with a blending
of both Jessie's narrative and excerpts from her grandmother's diary.
Jessie's relationship with Toni further illuminates the theme of not becoming
a victim and deciding to take control and be happy in one's life.
The writing is straightforward and holds the reader's attention. The
suspense builds to a nice climax when Jessie and Toni are trapped in the
cellar of a burning building. The issues of friendship, family, disability,
courage, integrity, and independence are explored. The repercussions of the
past are nicely tied to the lives of Jessie and Toni in the present. Wright's
novel is good entertainment with an acceptable moral.

••••
Zindel, Paul. Loch. HarperCollins, 1994. ISBN 0-06-024542-5. $14.89 .
209 pp.

C

6+

Fl

Reviewed by Lovisa Lyman

If grizzly YA fiction is your preference, this one's for you. Loch (also
known as Luke Perkins), his sister, and father live in a dilapidated trailer on
the shores of a remote Vermont lake. Loch's father, a down-on-his-luck
marine biologist, has been reduced to working for an unprincipled publishing
mogul whose only interest is spectacular stories. One of these stories may be
in the Vermont Lake. Sightings and sonar indicate that spectacular creatures
frequent the waters. The mogul is prepared with boats, weapons, nets and
the most sophisticated detection equipment to locate and herd the beasts. He
doesn ' t take into account, however, the intelligence of the beasts nor their
maternal and paternal instincts. No sooner have his employees corralled
some of the animals, than a gigantic plesiosaur rears up out of the shallows
and devours a cameraman. Loch manages to save the boss' daughter, but
others are devoured before the story ends, with no attempt to spare the gory
details.
It is Loch who discovers that the monsters are only defending
themselves and their young, and he and his sister who establish contact with
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some of the babies. In the end, the youngsters figure out a way to save the
prehistoric beasts from their human enemy who will go to any lengths to get
a trophy.
The story, like many bloody tales, catches and keeps the reader's
attention. No doubt this would be the title of choice for many young male
readers. But the misery is largely gratuitous. In this primarily formula
story, very little is learned about human or animal behavior on a meaningful
level. Still , Zindel's previous accolades and the toothy head sticking out of
the water on the cover will attract an audience, even while parents and
teachers alike question, "Is it really better to read something than to read
nothing at all?"

••••
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